themselves, but with the interests of the   establishment of
lasting peace in Europe.
Now the time has come to decide the question of the
peace settlement for 'Germany. Nobody would understand it
If the Council of Ministers postponed the decision of this
question and pul it down among the secondary matters of
our conference.
At the same time, we must also decide the Austrian ques-
tion. That, too, is one of the tasks1 of the present meeting of
the Foreign Ministers'. Council.
We have decided to consider at this meeting a number
of questions relating to Germany. They include important
questions1 of a current nature. They must be given serious
attention. But the fundamental question for Germany is the
peace treaty. It was difficult to engage in the preparation of
this treaty until now, since the Council was busy with a
number of other urgent matters. But, on the other hand, to
postpone this question any longer would be impermissible.
The question of the peace treaty with Germany is, as we
all know, a -question of Germany's destiny, and at the same
time a question- of the complete restoration of peace in Eu-
rope. This peiace treaty is needed not only by Germany. It
is needed by all the peoples of Europe, and not only of
Europe. Can one deny that the peoples of Europe want en-
during peace to be established at last throughout Europe?
And that is quite understandable, since without the full es-
tablishment of peace in Europe there can be no lasting gen-
eral peace.
Of course, the question of the peace settlement for Ger-
many is not a simple o<ne, and divergences of one kind or
another will arise among us during its examination. But post-
ponement of the question will certainly not improve matters.
Nowadays, after the war, divergences, as we know, not
infrequently crop up on various question's of international
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